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European Union
ACP States

Control of fruit fly infestation in West Africa
Action fiche
	Project short title :
	Control of fruit fly infestation in West Africa

	Expected Result :
	Preparing and implementing a control campaign for the 2008 mango season 

	Country/Region :
	Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Mali, Ghana, Senegal

	Executing agency :
	WB- SD

	Estimated total cost :
	USD 1,100,000

	AACP contribution
	USD 300,000

	Duration
	8 months (November 1st , 2007 - June 30, 2008)


The specific objective of this QSA is to start propagating at the regional scale the proven fly population control methodologies that have been developed by IITA, with a view to having an impact on the 2008 mango season. This will also serve as a “dry run” for the larger scale interventions that will be financed under the 10th EDF.

Latest news. 
The action was completed in December, 2008 for about $322,000. A new West African Fruit Fly Initiative (WAFFI) build on this QSA, aims to control fruit fly infestation in eight West African countries and includes trapping techniques, area treatment with GF-120, and Integrated Pest Management trials using weaver ants. A contract was issued to CIRAD of France for $300,000 for the period December, 2008 through October, 2009 to carry out the WB-SDN-financed par of the work. The project manager is Dr. J.F. Vayssières, the CIRAD entomologist, who is a world renowned specialist in fruit flies, based at the Cotonou station. The WTO’s Standards and Trade Development Facility is co-financing this activity with $280,000. 
The Action

The main objective of this intervention is to train farmers in the use of fruit traps and GF-120 “Success Appat,” a bait compound that attracts and kills flies inside the trap. This involves first training farmers to recognize the various species of flies, count them weekly, and transmit the data to regional focal points. The use of “Succes Appat” is triggered once a threshold of economic loss has been breached. The goal at the outset is to all the farmers in 48 pilot orchards, along with plant protections personnel and trainers, by the end of the 2008 mango season.

The intended activities are part of a broader plan which has been designed with the International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA) and which may also become eligible for financing under WAEMU’s Economic Regional Plan later in 2008. The financing of this proposed QSA would therefore allow IITA, to get started in disseminating throughout the Union’s main fruit producing regions, the methodologies for controlling fruit flies (particularly bactrocera invadens) that it has developed in its pilot orchards of Northern Benin. The French institute for tropical agriculture CIRAD will also be contracted to conduct a trial test on a promising post harvest technology for treatment of mangoes against possible infestation by fruit flies.
Through its cooperation with the IITA and CIRAD, WB-SD will :

· regionalize the spinosad-based methodologies for fruit fly population control ; 

· launch a comprehensive cooperation with national scientific research institutes in training their entomologists who in turn will train the national plant protection services in the use of baits (attractant insecticide) in traps; 

· initiate trial for post-harvest treatment techniques for the fruit fly (in cooperation with CIRAD) in a chosen  fruit packing pilot station.

Monitoring milestones
	Month
	Indicator

	Nov/ Dec 2007
	Holding of training sessions for agents In charge of pilot orchards in main agro ecological zones of the six target countries

	Jan/ Feb 2008
	Mass purchase of fruit fly traps and attractant +insecticide compound  (spinosad) 

	March/ April 2008
	Mass Printing of technical material (fiches techniques) in French and English


Background
Fruit flies have become an increasingly prevalent pest of fruit productions in most of West Africa, affecting not only the burgeoning mango export out of West Africa, but also other fruit (citrus, papaya, guava) that matter for domestic consumption. The phenomenon has reached such proportions that donors have started getting involved in the fight against this plague (USAID in Senegal and Ghana, EU). The EU in particular has commissioned an in depth scoping study covering seven West African countries, whose main output will be a multi year-action plan to be financed under the 10th EDF. However, the funding will not become available, at the earliest before the 2nd half of 2008, which would be too late for the 2008 mango season. The financing requested under this QSA will allow quick actions to take place late 2007 and early 2008 in preparation for the 2008 mango season
Output:

Study on a West Africa regional action plan to control fruit fly, available on the programme website
_1250593499.doc
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