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              European Union
ACP Group of States

Sustainability Claims Portal Regional Workshop
Action fiche
	Project short title:
	Sustainability Claims Portal (SCP) Regional Workshop

	Expected Result:
	Improve market access by addressing key market entry issues

	Country/Region:
	Carribean Region

	Executing agency:
	UNCTAD

	Estimated total cost:
	30 000 €

	AACP contribution:
	30 000 €


The main objective of this activity is to improve market access by addressing key market entry issues - agrifood safety standards and quality requirements, sustainability standards (fair trade, organics, sustainable agriculture, etc.), certification, audits and compliance; and getting SCP regional users feed back for the enhancement of its usefulness to producers.
Latest news 

UNCTAD presented the SCP to participants during the 9th Caribbean Week of Agriculture (CWA) on 21 October 2010. In-depth discussions were held with representatives of key regional and national organizations in the Caribbean region including CARICOM, IICA, CaFAN and CABA. During these discussions and at the presentation, it was agreed that the SCP was a critical tool for development; especially addressing market access issues related to agrifood standards as well as sustainability standards and associated claims. Participants were interested in a follow-up workshop that would launch the SCP in the region and Trinidad and Tobago was chosen because of its centrality (reduced cost implications for regional participants) as well as the presence of key regional organizations CARDI and IICA, to assist with follow up and the longevity of the SCP.  

The CARICOM/UNCTAD workshop is scheduled to take place on 15-17 February 2011 and the final day of the workshop will be devoted to the launch of the SCP. The SCP launch will be held back to back with the MIS workshop.
The Action

UNCTAD plans to conduct in the Caribbean Region a regional capacity building workshop that will train producers groups and other stakeholders in the use of its Sustainability Claims Portal (SCP) portal. Such a workshop aims first at reinforcing the producers’ capability to understand, use and subscribe in valuable sustainability claims production schemes and programmes. Second, it will also permit the SCP’s up-grading based on a survey-based producers feed-back, so that its usefulness at ACP countries’ level is enhanced.
Background
Part of the responsibilities of UNCTAD in AAACP is the creation and launching of a portal concerning sustainability claims (organic, sustainable agriculture, fair trade, geographical indications, etc.). The Sustainability Claims Portal (SCP) portal is aiming at informing both EU consumers and ACP producers on these claims and their actual features. These claims are linked for most of them to distinctive signs beard by products, and according to which the production and consumption of these products contribute to a more sustainable development. Their multiplication and complexity has entailed the need for instruments that enhance their transparency and accountability, in order to reduce abuses and to facilitate better informed decision making by consumers, producers and policy and programmes decision makers. The objective of the Sustainability Claims Portal is to promote sustainability, enhance accountability and public and private sectors responsibility on trade in goods marketed under sustainability claims.  

Read more: Sustainability Claims Portal (SCP) web site: www.unctad.org/scp
Contacts:  Amos Wama Taporaie, amos.taporaie@unctad.org
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