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European Union
ACP Group of States

Implementation of selected sector activities (Cotton)
Action fiche
	Project short title:
	Implementation of selected sector activities

	Expected Result:
	Strategic diversification options tested and developed and market functioning (input, output and financial markets) is improved. Access to and use of markets, production factors and services is improved.

	Country/Region:
	Central Africa Region

	Executing agency:
	ITC

	Estimated total cost:
	190 000 €


The objective of this activity is the implementation of selected strategy activities in product and market development and market orientation in the sectors for which strategies have been developed to support the implementation of strategies or prepare for a market development strategy.

The Action
FAO, UNCTAD and CFC will join with ITC in implementing selected sector development activities prioritised in accordance with L’Agenda Cotton-Textile and the UEMOA/CEMAC operational cotton strategy implementation plans devised in the regional workshop of Result 1. A number of these activities have been outlined during post KOW consultations with regional sector representatives. 

ITC activities will include:

· Capacity-building and South-South Cooperation for cotton production and transformation in liaison with the Brazilian Cotton Growers Association and Brazilian Cooperation Association.

· A joint regional (UEMOA/CEMAC) market familiarisation seminar on the markets of Asia.

· Capacity-building, market transparency and cotton promotion based on South-South Cooperation with regard to two selected priority markets in Asia – specific needs to be confirmed during the regional workshop.

· Reinforcement of the African Cotton Association (based in Benin).

· Capacity-building on cotton trading expertise in the form of a mobile “Cotton trading School”, based on ITC’s Cotton Exporter’s Guide, complemented with inputs from FAO on production and anchored with an existing institution.

Background
ITC will apply its experience of market and product development and orientation in response to selected activities designed in strategies developed under Result 1.
Read more
A separate report on ITC activities in the cotton sector was delivered to the Coordination Unit and PSC in earlu december 2009. 

Contacts : ITC: Mathias Knappe, knappe@intracen.org
Latest news


Recent activities include:


A 3-day African cotton promotion and value chain transparency mission for 24 cotton producers, ginners, and exporters of seven West and Central African cotton producing countries (i.e. Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Cote d’Ivoire, Mali, Senegal, Togo), as well as representatives of the African Cotton Association (ACA) and the African Cotton Producers Association (AProCA) to Dhaka, Bangladesh, 2-4 May 2010.


Two 7-day African cotton promotion and value chain transparency mission for 24 cotton producers, ginners, and exporters of seven West and Central African cotton producing countries (i.e. Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Cote d’Ivoire, Mali, Senegal, Togo), as well as representatives of the African Cotton Association (ACA) and the African Cotton Producers Association (AProCA) were conducted in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City (HCMC), 5-12 May 2010.
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