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European Union
ACP Group of States

Policy advocacy in East & Southern African grains markets
Action fiche

	Project short title:
	Policy advocacy in East and Southern African grains markets

	Expected Result:
	Capacity and awareness will be developed among key policy makers, analysts and traders

	Country/Region:
	Region

	Executing agency:
	FAO

	AACP contribution:
	125 000 €


The objective of the activity is to build awareness and capacity to better understand the impacts of trade policy as a mechanism of cereal sector intervention and to strengthen dialogue to ensure its appropriate use.
Latest news
FAO is collaborating with the Eastern Africa Grains Council to improve the process of policy advocacy as it affects grain markets in the region. Under a letter of agreement the EAGC was responsible for three initial key activities:

1. Preparation of two review papers on (a) the use of and (b) the impact of trade and related policy in east and southern African grains markets.

2. A Regional Consultative Workshop held on the use and impact of trade and domestic policy interventions on cereal value chain stakeholders in Eastern and Southern Africa. The workshop was held on 3 and 4 June 2009 in Tanzania.

3. Development of an action plan specifying follow-up activities.

The Action

The activity will build awareness and capacity relevant to cereal sector trade and domestic policy interventions to:

* develop a better understanding of the use and impacts of trade policy interventions on cereal value chain stakeholders in East and Southern Africa;

* build the capacity of local institutions to understand the implications of trade policy use in specific market contexts; and

* strengthen national, regional and international public-private dialogue relating to the use of trade policy instruments.

The processes established and strengthened as a result of these activities will facilitate the implementation and success of associated value chain development interventions under both the AAACP and other initiatives, by providing a platform for better understanding of the implications of trade and associated domestic policy interventions in the national and regional cereal markets. 

Monitoring milestones

	Month
	Indicator

	November 2008 to April 2009
	The process of assimilation and review of evidence on the use and impacts of trade policy will be conducted

	second quarter of 2009
	Start of capacity building activities


Background
Improved policy advocacy was identified in the ESAKOW as essential to ensuring a policy environment conducive to enhanced cereal value chain development and performance.  The use of trade policy instruments in pursuit of multiple objectives has often had unintended effects, increasing, rather than reducing, levels of uncertainty facing producers, traders and consumers, and thereby undermining domestic policy intervention in support of cereal sector development. 

Read more
Papers entitled: The Use of Trade and Associated Policies in the Eastern and Southern Africa Grain Sector: The Case of Maize (Paper A) and The Impact of Trade and Associated Policies in the Eastern and Southern Africa Grain Sector: The Case of Maize (Paper B). Published as FAO AAACP Paper Series No. 9 July 2009
Contacts 

Siobhan Kelly: Siobhan.Kelly@fao.org
_1250593499.doc
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