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European Union
ACP Group of States

Analytical support to UNCTAD in Commodity exchanges
Action fiche

	Project short title:
	Analysis of obstacles to smallholder participation in commodity exchanges

	Expected Result:
	Recommendations fed into promotion of appropriate policy and institutional change

	Country/Region:
	Region

	Executing agency:
	FAO

	AACP contribution:
	5000 €


The objective of the activity is to analyse constraints to greater participation of smallholders in national and sub-regional commodity exchanges for selected country/commodity combinations.

Latest news
FAO participated in a regional workshop organised by UNCTAD in Lusaka on 30 September to 2 October 2009, on “Improving the Functioning of Commodity Markets in Eastern and Southern Africa through Warehouse Receipt Systems and Market-based Interventions”.
The report needs to be finalised by FAO staff taking into account the comments provided by UNCTAD.  The report will be used as an input into the regional workshop planned under 1.ESA.A19 which is planned for July 2011. The report will be finalised by then.
The Action

FAO will provide analytical support to UNCTAD’s activities in relation to commodity exchanges, in particular, in the analysis of prevailing obstacles (with a focus on the regulatory framework) faced by smallholders regarding their potential participation in commodity exchanges. The work will be undertaken in collaboration with UNCTAD.
Monitoring milestones

	Month
	Indicator

	
	The analytical support will be provided in line with the timetable adopted by UNCTAD


Background
At the ESAKOW, a significant number of participants involved in the management of commodity exchanges expressed demand for further analysis of the constraints to greater volumes of smallholder production passing through commodity exchanges.

Contacts 

Siobhan Kelly: Siobhan.Kelly@fao.org
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