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European Commission
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Oil Seeds and Pulses Marketing Pilot in Ethiopia
Action fiche
	Project short title:
	Oil Seeds and Pulses Marketing Pilot in Ethiopia

	Expected Result:
	Promotion of the commercial production of pulses and oilseeds by project farmers

	Country/Region:
	Ethiopia

	Executing agency:
	World Bank SDN

	AACP contribution:
	66 500 €


The objective of the activity is to carry out a study to investigate the required initiatives to promote commercial production of pulses and oilseeds by project farmers.

Latest news
A consulting firm, NIRAS, was recruited competitively and a contract was issued in April, 2009, for a lump sum of $80,000. In response to a clear and demonstrated need, the budget was increased 10 % to $92,000. The activity was co-financed by the Government of Ethiopia through a separate contract with NIRAS for $20,000 from the ENIDP budget.

The Action Plan was completed validated through two stakeholder workshops, the last one in September, 2009. It is now up to the Ministry of Water Resources to implement the actions prescribed, and the ENIDP program will continue to support its implementation.  

The Action
The aim of the proposed action is to help stakeholders (producers and agribusiness operators) engage in market development and broker stronger market linkages using a results-oriented approach. Opportunities in cross-border trade to the Sudan in crops such as for Faba bean (pulse) are among the targeted productions for the proposed action.  A consulting firm/NGO will be hired to play the brokerage role for the duration of the pilot project
Background
A Market Assessment Study was recently completed within the framework of the World Bank-funded Ethiopia National Irrigation & Drainage Project (ENIDP). It concluded that pulses and oilseeds provide an important market opportunity for farmers within the project area, with potential for growth and diversification of local agricultural incomes. However, this study did not provide significant operational information to identify the means for this potential to be realized. A study is therefore proposed to investigate the required initiatives to promote commercial production of pulses and oilseeds by project farmers.
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