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European Development Fund
ACP States

Market information System
Action fiche
	Project short title :
	Market information system (MIS)

	Expected Result :
	Creation of a pilot sub-regional market information system (MIS) with national systems in Fiji.

	Country/Region :
	Fiji

	Executing agency :
	UNCTAD

	Estimated total cost :
	100 000 €

	AACP contribution
	100 000 €

	Duration
	24 months: December 2008-December 2010


The objective of this activity is the creation of a pilot sub-regional market information system with national systems in Fiji.
Latest news : 
As at end of 2009:

Discussions were undergoing with the Secretariat of Pacific Community (SPC) for the setting up of the Infoshare service. Consultations were ongoing with ITC in order to clarify opportunities for synergistic action. 
UNCTAD has proactively liaised with FAO and ITC on how synergies could be found with their respective interventions. Concrete operational links were identified with the following activities: Fiji AgTrade MIS (using FAO's AgriMarket software); FAO's work on collection points (Fiji); ITC mobile solutions for SMEs 
Infoshare tool (the software application was upgraded so that it could easily be fine-tuned to meet the Pacific requirements - once consultations with SPC are finalised)
.
The Action
The main components of the activity are:
Creation of a regional information hub hosted by a regional organization (institutional arrangements and hub installation). 
Installation of a web-based system and database (physical installation and web-site) 
Installation of a information collection and analysis systems (relays and central system set up). 
Supply of intra regional and export trade information (nature and substance of flows).
Establishment of a dissemination system for targeted users (types of dissemination, functionality, type of users and number)
National market information services for selected products in Fiji, 

Additional resources will be sought for the expansion of the Fiji pilot experience to Samoa and Vanuatu.  

These services are sustainable after completion of the project.
Monitoring milestones
	Month
	Indicator

	December 2008
	Finalization of Project design

	April 2009
	Validation and Capacity building workshop on the information system and on market intelligence (one regional, three national)

	January/June 2009
	Installation of system and price and market intelligence collection 

	July-September 2009: 
	Liaise and formalise agreement with Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC/LRD) and with other stakeholders - FAO, ITC, MoA.

	October –December 2009
	Identify clientele, showcase project with stakeholders and seek commitment to input data.

	January-March 2010
	Establish MIS unit, System installation and training of trainers and key partners, Operationalization of the system


Background
Moving from the needs expressed and prioritised in the context of the Pacific Kick-off workshop (KOW), UNCTAD carried out an in-depth situation analysis involving field work in the Pacific (Fiji mission by Mr. Peter Robbins September 2008). Peter Robbins feasibility study mission has resulted in the finalization of the MIS pilot project design for Fiji.
Read more
Consultancy report “Establishing a new market information system in the Pacific region”, by Peter Robbins (Consultant, Fruits and vegetables).
Infoshare is a customised application developed in-house by UNCTAD (Special Unit on Commodities and Information and Technology Support Service) http://www.unctad.info/Special-Unit-on-Commodities.
Contacts

SPC: Aleki  Sisifa, Aleki@spc.int, Tim Martyn, timm@spc.int
UNCTAD: UNCTAD: Milasoa Cherel Robson Milasoa.Cherel-Robson@unctad.org
_1250593499.doc
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