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              European Union
ACP Group of States

Preparation of a budget for the regional fruit fly initiative
Action fiche
	Project short title:
	Preparation of a budget for the regional fruit fly initiative

	Expected Result:
	A fully budgeted program document to be submitted to the WTO-sponsored donors meeting on a regional West Africa Fruit Fly initiative early in 2009.

	Country/Region:
	Multi-country

	Executing agency:
	World Bans SDN

	AACP contribution:
	29 000 €


The main objective of this activity is to obtain essential additional information to complement a previous study, “Scoping study on the damages inflicted by fruit flies to the fruit productions of West Africa,” which was produced by the consulting firm Italtrend through financing from the EC delegation in Nigeria. 

Latest news
A WTO-funded donors’ conference on the fight against fruit flies was held September 29-30, 2009, in Bamako, Mali. The main objective of the workshop was to present and discuss the fully-costed Regional Programme document. The Conference brought together over 90 participants including a strong ECOWAS delegation. At a separate session, donors expressed a willingness to coordinate their assistance under a common framework, and to finance selected parts of the Regional Action Plan on the condition that combating fruit flies is listed as a priority in key strategic documents such as the ECOWAS Regional Agricultural Investment Program, National Poverty Reduction Strategies, and National Agricultural Investment Programs.  To this effect, the Bamako Declaration calls for fruit fly control to be mainstreamed in ECOWAS' Agricultural Policy, and for the issue to be presented at the ECOWAS Aid for Trade Review in early 2010. 

In July, 2009, WB-SDN’s Agribusiness Specialist (C. Ravry) under AAACP participated in the COLEACP’s scoping mission in West Africa and took part in the Bamako conference, and then held a series of consultations with ECOWAS’ Agriculture and Rural Development officials in Abuja.  

The activity was completed in September, 2009,

The Action

Since the arrival in West Africa back in 2005 of the invasive species bactrocera invadens, and the increased damage it is causing to fruit productions throughout the region, the issue of Fruit Flies in West Africa has taken added prominence. This is why, at the joint request of WAEMU (Ouagadougou) and ECOWAS (Abuja) the EU financed, under a regional TCF funding envelop located at the EU delegation in Abuja. This study, entitled “Study on the damages inflicted by fruit flies on West Africa fruit production and Action Plan for a coordinated regional response” was done by the Italian consultancy firm Italtrend late 2007/early 2008 and made public in May 2008. This substantial and comprehensive piece of work included a detailed Action Plan on how best individual states and regional authorities could respond to the challenges of this plague. 

However due to the limited budget availability at the time, it was not possible to request the additional work of defining a budget to cost the various activities listed in both the national Action Plans and the developing recommendations both at the level of national states and at the level of Regional Organizations.

Today, it is proposed to fund this additional work under AAACP so that the existing AP is translated into a programme document with budgeted activities. The objective is to have this document ready for the WTO-funded donors meeting to be held in the first half of 2009, when donors will be requested to pledge funding on a regional program on the fight against fruit flies. The work will include an update on the National Action Plans that had been written for each country in the original study and as well it recommendations on relevant institutional arrangements in each country.
Read more
All of the presentations and the “Bamako Declaration,” which outlines next steps, are available on the STDF site at: http://www.standardsfacility.org/Fruit_Fly.htm.

A final report of the activity is available in French and in English.

See also activities 0.WST.D04: Fight against fruit fly, 1.WST.D01: Fruit fly control Campaign and 2.WST.D03: Continuation of fruit fly initiative. .
Contacts : World Bank: Kilara Suit, ksuit@worldbank.org 
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