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European Union
ACP Group of States

Sustainability Claims Portal consolidation
Action fiche
	Project short title :
	Sustainability Claims Portal consolidation

	Expected Result :
	Promote a comprehensive framework and common set of equitable trading practices (economic, social, and environmental requirements)

	Country/Region :
	Global

	Executing agency :
	UNCTAD

	Estimated total cost :
	150,000 Euro

	AACP contribution
	150,000 Euro

	Duration
	18 months: January 2010 - July 2011


The main objective of this activity is to ensure that Sustainability Claims Portal’s status of central, key reference centre concerning sustainability claims is well established and maintained, and that its use and consultation by EU consumers and ACP producers expands.

The Action

Under the AAACP funding first tranche of the SCP, the completed official SCP site portal will be launched during March-June 2010. The objective of these launches is train producers groups and other stakeholders in the use of the portal.  These workshops aim first at reinforcing the producers’ capability to understand, use, and subscribe in valuable sustainability claims production schemes and programmes. In a second stage, the project also aims to up-grade the portal’s contents based on a survey-based producers feed-back, so that its usefulness at ACP countries’ level is enhanced. It is anticipated that the current version of the portal will have information gaps and that content requirements of producers will focus on sanitary, phytosanitary standards, HAACP regulations, government food safety requirements as well as private standards and labels. Demand for this type of information was expressed at the kick off workshops as well as through informal discussions with the current members of the steering committee. 

The portal’s impact on accountability and transparency in the use of sustainability claims will indeed depend on its capacity to expand its coverage of labels and programmes, to refine its objective information supply based on continuing peer review, updating and experts advise. In addition, its continuing development needs that the SCP’s Steering group meets periodically in order to provide guidance to the portal’s further development, in order to ensure that its status of central, key reference centre concerning sustainability claims is well established and maintained., and that its use and consultation by EU consumers and ACP producers are expanding.
Monitoring milestones

	Month
	Indicator

	Needs assessment, December 2010
	Needs assessment complete

	Steering committee meeting periodically, 3-4 meetings
	Detailed recommendations on the changes to the SCP



	Engagement of experts, to meet the information requirements, on-going 
	Changes the content and architecture of the portal

Use of information and traffic to the website, www.unctad.org/scp (number of visitors)


Background
The Sustainability Claims Portal which UNCTAD is invited to design and develop, aims to promote a comprehensive framework and common set of equitable trading practices (economic, social, and environmental requirements) by which to demonstrate that agricultural products have been produced and handled in a sustainable manner - from soil preparation and seed planting, through production, harvest, post-harvest handling, and distribution to its final consumers. 

An initial consultation was conducted with approximately 38 key NGOs on 16 April 2008 in Brussels, to determine the content and format of the information tools - focusing on the provision of information in the short term (1-5 years) and the longer term (5-10 years). This consultation established the criteria that were required to validate sustainability claims, how this information could most effectively be gathered, and the most efficient and accessible means to disseminate it (based on the needs and capacity of the identified target audiences).

The portal is expected to enhance the accountability of sustainability claims related to agricultural and food products, and enable agricultural supply chain stakeholders to better understand and evaluate these claims. As a result, stakeholders will have better access to and benefit from Sustainability Initiatives and markets. 

Read more
SCP website: www.unctad.org/scp
Contacts
UNCTAD: Andrei Krylov; Andrei.Krylov@unctad.org, 
Lastest news:


Information collected from participants at the Pacific launch has contributed to the development of the portal, however more information from users in the Caribbean and Africa is needed to further consolidate and expand the information on the SCP.  This consolidation phase of the portal will also provide an opportunity to create CD ROMs for distribution to potential users through UNCTAD's intergovernmental machinery�
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