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j
LOCAL Government Minister Hazel Manning

Plans underwav

By DARCEL CHOY

IN THE near future, the
region could see another
food erisis, Dr H Arlington
B Chesney, executive direc-
tor of Caribbean
Agricultural Research and
Development Institute
{CARDI), warned vester-
day.

Chesney explained that in
fate 2007, the world including
the Caribbean region experi-
enced & food crisis which
brought significant increase
in prices. “To date, prices

Riy Al EY AMMTs s

have been reduced, I should
emphasise that prices hose
not reduced to the Tevel they
were prior to 2007, the condi-
tions which allowed that cri-
sis still exists. We would see

in the aear future another

food crists in terms of avail-
ability in the region,” he said.

He was speaking at the
opening ceremony for the
iaunch  of wwo  projects,
“Increased  Production  of
Vegetables  and Herbs
Through the Use of Protected
Agriculture in the Caribbean”
and “Increased Production of

NEWSDAY SECTION A Friday March §, 2010 Page 15

Roots and Tuber Crops in the
Cartbbean  through  the
Introduction  of Improved
Marketing and  Production
Technologies™ at the Hyan
Regency, Port-of-Spain.

He noted that these projects
are important to the couniry
and the region.

“That is 2 new agriculture
which includes all compo-
nents of the value chain of the
manufacturing chain to the
sale of final product when it 15
fresh in our process,” he said.
He explained that the projects
cost $USA.1 million, with

" Man held for abduction of security guard

LI§$3.4 militon for roots and
LiIS827 for vegetables. He
added all of the money was in
the form of grants.

Chesney added that the
vegetable and herbs projects
will be executed in Hait,
Jamaica and TT while the root
and tuber crops project will
be executed in St Vineent and
the Grenadines, Dominica
and Barbados.

“The duration of the project
is three vears, however the
BC component being used in
Barbados must be completed
by December 2011, he said.
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THE Government is continuing to show a shocking fack of concern over
# snowballing of allegations that seriously quesiton the integrity of the
expenditure of 3820 million in faxpayer’s moehey on the controversial
Legal Affairs Tower

Dcuzmems published in yesterday's media - if valid - virtuaily
prove that Udecott head, alder Hart, has two close in-iaws whoe are
directors of CH/Supway, which Udecstt has so far awarded 3668 million
in contracts to build the Legal Affairs Tower, with the final sum report-
edly set to reach at least 5820 million.

The documents, provided by the Congress of the People {(_ 0P, sug-
gest Hart's wife, Mrs Sherrine Hart, has a sister Adeline Lee whose hus-
band David Chin (Ng Chin Poh) is or was a CH/Sunway director, both
of whose wedding was attested fo by Mr Allan Lee (Lee Hup Seng), who
is said to be Mrs Hart's brother and another CH/Sunway director.

The revelation came after months of official denials, affer the alega-
tion of nepotism was first made by businessman Mr Carl Khan, Sherrine
Hart’s ex-hushand, in swors testimony to the Uff Commission of Inquiry
into Udecott as reported on May 21, 2009. Calder Hart had denied the
claim, with a notice on the commission web-site stating, “Counsel for Mr
Calder Hart has, on Mr Hart's bebalf, denied the matters stated in the
declarations™, However, crucially, Udecott lawwrs dedme(i to cross
examine Mr Carl Khan oo his ¢laim o St o Shatiaman ot E

s PINION

( Y
Newsday
g ) ;

HELP FOR
FARMERS?
Agricutture Minister
Amold Piggott, left,
greets Katherine
Renner,
programme officer
at the Eurcpean
Commission, night,
while Dr Richard
Harrison, chairman
of the Caribbean
Agriculiural
Research and
Development
Institute, centre,
looks on.
Yesterday CARD!
and the EC, gave
US312 million to
assist farmers in
the region at a
ceremony at the
Hyatt Regency,
Port-of-Spain,
PHOTO BY

ROGER JACOB




The Caribbean Agri-

cultural Research Devel-
opment Institute
{CARDI) plans fo

annouce the launch of
two significant agrieul-
tural development pilot
projects valued at 56
million, to boost fhirm-
ing productivity and
erop yields across the
Caribbean region.

According 1o arelease
from the organisation,
the two projects will
be initially implement -
ed in sbx Carfbbean coun-
tries over a ihree year
period commencing in
the first quarter of 2010,
and will then be 1epli-
cated in other Caribbean
territories for X
impact.

sagriculture is a major
econoiric driver In the
Caribbean developrmernt
agenda and food securi-
ty goes to the heart of
sovereignty and pover-
ty reduction,” said Dr

Oil, stocks drive market

Siocks and ofl rose 48

Artington Chesney, Exee-
ative Director of CARDIL
who also said ihat the
project timing will bave
rremendous beneficial
irnpact on Haiti, whose
already fragile agricul-
tural systeins were dev-
astated by the recent
garthquake.

The two projecis are
funded jeintly by the
Cormon Fund for Com-
modities (CFC) and the
Faropean Union (EY)
with implementation
supported by the UN's
Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO) as the
supervisory body.

Other collaborating
stakehoiders are the
Inter-American Institute
far Cooperation and
Agriculture (IICA), the
regional Ministries of
Agriculture and private
sector associations and
groups.

One of the under-
takings of the project
involves the development

ndia’s government

of Toots and tubers--those
goud wholesome starch-
es that find 4 place in
every Caribbean family’s
muarket basket, the other
will see the promotion
of model green houses
in selected territories.
The produce attract-
ing the tocus of the pilot

project include sweet

potatoes, cassava, oI -
toes and green leafy veg-
etables.

These are the kinds of
produce that have tradi-
tionally earned incoine
and grown strong and
healthy in the egion.

The launch of the two
mutti-miton dollar pro-
grammes wil] take place
tomorrow at the Hyatt
Regency, where stake-
holders will present
details of the project
for expanding the bound-
aries of traditional agri-
culture and provide
greater opportunities
from the agri-food sec-
tor.

optimism TCLends s

things start to improve,”

H
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A magistrate sen-  Scotland sent a strong  Grande area.
fencing Sheldon David  signal to vandals of The officers, aided by
of North Oropouche TSTTcablesonMarchz  Sangre Grande police,
Road, Sangre Grande,to when  she sentenced  conducted enduiries and
14 months’ hard labour  David, TSTT said in 2 held David, who was
for unfawfully and IG]{LLSG. suhsemiently  arrested




