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European Union
ACP Group of States

Cameroun & Central Africa: Manioc and Plantain
Action fiche
	Project short title :
	Manioc and Plantain Sector Development-Implementation

	Expected Result :
	Strengthening the NCCS/ROs capacity and diversification 

	Country/Region :
	Cameroon/Central African Region

	Executing agency :
	ITC (Jointly and in collaboration with FAO)

	Estimated total cost :
	200,000 Euros

	AACP contribution
	200,000 Euros

	Duration
	24 months: 01/01/2010 - 31/12/2011


This activity will assist in strengthening the NCCS/ROs capacity to coordinate the implementation of outcomes of sector development strategies and to test and develop diversification options in product and market development.

The Action
The current proposal fully takes into account the demand expressed by the beneficiaries during the consultation Round Table, existing strategy implementation activities under 2 national government-funded projects that started in 2007, current market options as well as the MTR recommendations in particular the suggestions made by the Regional and National partners. 

Together with FAO and other IO´s (WB has indicated its willingness to participate under its PAC Programme), ITC will assist in strengthening the NCCS/ROs capacity to coordinate the implementation of outcomes of sector development strategies. In collaboration with FAO and other IOs, ITC will support identification and evaluation of regional fair trade and international market opportunities. It will undertake regional and international market studies in collaboration with regional and national counterparts, sector promotion activities and disseminate to the region the opportunities identified and requirements to fulfil. All activities are planned to jointly implemented with FAO, UNCTAD and WB (linked with the WB PAC Programme) wherever appropriate. 

The proposed interventions would directly contribute to increasing income of farmers. As the sector is a common sector of importance to most of the countries in the region and Africa the chances of replicability are very strong. Several countries supported this activity especially in view of the present financial and food crisis.

Monitoring milestones
	Month
	Indicator

	Jan-Dec 2010
	Detailed indicators provided upon approval 

	Jan-Dec 2011
	Detailed indicators provided upon approval


Background
This activity is based on a specific request from the government of Cameroon through the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of Commerce and support received from all the countries in the region and also set as priority by the May 2009 MTR workshop. It is fully supported as priority by CEMAC which will be closely involved. Cassava and plantain are of crucial importance to the entire region in terms of the need for food security. Women make up 60 % of the workforce and there are strong factors that benefit the environment and poverty reduction.

The strategy was developed with ITC in a participatory process with a strong participation of public and private sector stakeholders in advance of the AAACP under a previous joint ITC/UNCTAD/WTO programme (JITAP II). A multi-agency implementation planning and coordination review Round Table Meeting was held in May 2009 under the AAACP. Key stakeholders of the value chains in Cameroon participated with: UNCTAD, FAO, ITC and the World Bank, other non- AAACP development agencies and the country EC Delegation. A National Coordination body was initiated and outline agreement reached between development agencies and government ministries on which agency would implement which activities.
Read more

Action fiches: 2.CEN.A01 Enhancement of commercialization of cassava for Cameroon (FAO), and 2.CEN.D03 Promotion of Cassava Processing in Cameroon (WB).
Contacts 

ITC: Sayers@intracen.org

Comité de coordination de la stratégie sectorielle: Mme.Marie-Jeanine Atanga, Secrétaire générale, ministère de l’Agriculture et du Développement rural, jeanine_nkodo@yahoo.fr
Ministre de Commerce : M. E. Essono,.

Ministre d’Agriculture : M. N. Tchoukam, 

Latest news : 


A mission by representatives of Manioc and Plantain producers visited trade fairs in Europe and met with potential importers to ascertain realistic buyer demands. A small amount of equipment and a contract for installation was awarded for a pilot cassava collection centre organised with national processers and buyers to demonstrate how improved rural collection could catalyze increased sales and reduce post harvest wastage. This will be expanded in 2011 with support from buyers.
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