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European Development Fund
ACP States

INFOSHARE Cameroun
Action fiche
	Project short title :
	Information Systems on Prices and Market Intelligence

	Expected Result :
	Creation of market information services on cocoa / coffee and staple foods (based on "Infoshare" methodology).

	Country/Region :
	Cameroon

	Executing agency :
	UNCTAD

	Estimated total cost :
	30,000  €

	AACP contribution
	30,000  €

	Duration
	24 months: January 2010 - December 2011


The activity will consist in following the evolution of Infoshare in Cameroon, and eventually enhance its implementation. The objective is that farmers, farmers associations and monitoring entities have access to real-time quantitative (price, costs, interest rates, etc) and qualitative (standards, list of exporters, list of warehouses, agencies for credit, etc) market information about their commodity chains, in the case of Cameroon, for cocoa and coffee.
The Action
The proposed activity moves from the needs expressed and prioritised in the context of the CA KOW and builds on the AAACP Cameroon Coffee strategy. It will consist in following the evolution of Infoshare in Cameroon, and eventually enhance its implementation. As Cameroon benefited from the pilot phase of Infoshare, lessons will continue to be learned from it and replicated in other countries and regions. 
The expected benefits to the target groups are:

For farmers - The market information services (MIS) will assist farmers in negotiating with traders, in organising transport to more distant and profitable markets (temporal arbitrage) and in scheduling deliveries at times when returns are most rewarding (spatial arbitrage opportunities). In the longer term it should also provide farmers with the opportunity to plan and diversify their production in line with market demand.

For traders/processors - Traders/processors will have enhanced access to strategic market information and analysis tailored to their needs. 

For policy-makers - The MIS will offer policy-makers the opportunity to track the performance of markets for agricultural products and to more effectively formulate strategies and policies to respond to the challenges and opportunities of commodity markets. 

Monitoring milestones
	Month
	Indicator

	October 2010
	Staff mission

	March 2011
	Consultant mission

	June 2011
	Workshop 


Background
Differently from other ACP regions, such as Western and Eastern Africa, the Central African ACP Region is critically missing market information services (MIS). UNCTAD has launched a MIS in Cameroon - "Infoshare" - through an AAACP Quick Start Activity (QSA).
Read more
QSA UNCTAD Cameroon Infoshare
Contacts

UNCTAD: Milasoa Cherel-Robson, Milasoa.Cherel-Robson@unctad.org
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